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Diane’s Diary 
Diane Tanner 


The April meeting was a real change of 
pace. Not only did we have the opportunity 
to experience a new place, but also we were 
able to meet with a large group of visitors. 
While the evening was rather chaotic over 
all, I think everyone had a good time 
mingling in the courtyard setting. For those 
who have never experienced a gathering 
such as the T-Party or Southern Comfort, 
the atmosphere had the flavor of a Friday 
night mixer, with a real cross-section of the 
Transgender community totaling about 50. 
Though we didn’t conduct much business, I 
think we will compensate at the May 
meeting. It will be GGA business, and not a 
lot of political discussion, though there is 
certainly a lot going on in New Orleans and 
within Louisiana. 

First on the agenda will be the 
ratification of Bylaws. The Board in general 
have been discussing these relatively minor 
changes for over a year. The Board has 
reached a consensus and has eliminated some 
inconsistencies. Members should have 
received copies of the revised Bylaws last 
month. Some of the main changes regard 
clearing up membership definitions and 
allowing meeting fees to be set by a vote of 
the general membership, and not stated 
specifically within the Bylaws. 

That leads into the second item, voting 
on meeting fees for significant others. 
Ballots will be passed out to members. There 
will be three options: (1) No charge for SOs, 
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(2) half member fee for SOs, and (3) same 
fee as member for SOs. There is no board 
consensus on this, so we expect discussion 
and members to vote their preferences. By 
not being within the Bylaws, this could be 
more easily changed by another vote in the 
future. 


Which leads to the third main issue, 
voting to become a Full Member Chapter of 
Renaissance. The main considerations are: at 
least three board members must be members 
of Renaissance, a $100 annual fee, and the 
submission of some personal information by 
the board members who are Renaissance 
members. What are the advantages? It boils 
down to national recognition and inclusion in 
the policy making process of that 
organization. Renaissance is a 501 c (3) 
organization chartered to promote education 
regarding Transgendered issues. You can 
make contributions to it via the United Way 
that may even be tax deductible. We are 
currently an affiliate of Renaissance. The 
requirement to be an open group would 
remain. : 

The May meeting will be the third 
weekend. This shoulc help with Mother’s 
Day. Anyone interested in volunteering to 
help with the PFLAG Scholarship Awards 
on Saturday May 8th should contact the 
Webmistress or me. 


A brief update for Equality Begins At 
Home. We had a tumout of about ten 


altogether representing GGA in Baton Rouge ~ 


on Saturday, March 27th. This was about 10 
to 20 percent of those in attendance. And 
while the latest version of bill (HB 1917) 
and (SB 999) now under consideration in the 
Louisiana legislature doesn’t contain specific 
Transgender protection, everyone is urged to 
contact their State Senator and Representa- 
tive and ask them to support the employment 
protection bill. 


The 


May 4999 


E-MAIL LISTINGS 
{E-Mail Corrections to Tiac@juno.com} 
GGA: Anyone@gga.org e.g. President, etc 
http:\\www.gga.org 
Robyn C: CCTWINS@aol.com 
ICTLEP: ICTLEPHDQ@aol.com 
Sandy S: SANDYCCE@aol.com 
JoAnn D: JRDET@PREMIER.net 
Marie G: Mariedenig@aol.com 
www.members.aol.com/mariedenig 
Crystal Little: CrysGGA@juno.com 
Lucette Worrel: luworrel@aol.com 
Mike M: lunatic@bellsouth.net 
Nancy B: Webmistress@gga.org 
Carla Wild: CarlaW591@aol.com 
Nancy S: Stressgone@aol.com 
Shoe Express: West@shoexpress.com 
Dianne B: dbbailey@linknet.net 
Michelle Ryan: MichelleRy@aol.com 
Joanne W: joanneco@ix.netcom.net 
Cissy Conley: TiaC@juno.com 
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Chris K: Chrise@Concentric.net 
http://www.concentric.net/ ~ chmse/ 
INDEX.HTML 
Leslie Gill: Snotco@aol.com 
Nicole Adams: Nicole2u@aol.com 
OQOHDOOOOOOOOOOOO” 
LAGNIAPPE! 


{This is your column! The articles submit- 
ted are generally from our readers. We will 
publish your pet peeves; yes!, even your 
positive comments if you happen to like 
something we’ve done. etc. It doesn’t have 
to be more than a line or two, if long 
enough, we will normally publish it as a 
full article. It can be marked ‘anonymous fi 
but we do need to know who it was sub- 
mitted by. It can even be a ‘personal’ as 
long as it fits our general policy as outlined 
in the bylaws and as summarized in our 
outreach brochure.-ed} 


OQOOOOHOOOOOOOHOOOO 
Jamie Anderson Concert 
Courtesy of Nancy S and Diane T 


Nancy suggested that I ask for your assis- 
tance in getting the word out regarding the 
upcoming Jamie Anderson Concert spon- 
sored by LAGPAC as a fund raiser with 
50% of the net proceeds going to PFLAG 
Scholarship Fund. The concert will be held 
in the Fellowship Hall of the First Unitar- 
ian Universalist Church of New Orleans at 
2903 Jefferson Avenue (Corner of Claibor- 
ne & Jefferson) on Friday, May 7th at 
7:30 P.M. Tickets will be available at the 
door and priced at $20.00. Cash, check, 
Visa or Mastercard will be accepted. 

Now 
know.... Jamie is an acoustic folksinger and 
songwriter, who has been touring nationally 
since 1987, including New Orleans during 
Celebration ’92. She’s performed at the 
National March on Washington at Pride 
celebrations and at almost every women’s 
music festival. She owns her own recording 
company, Tsunami Records, and has seven 
albums, her latest "Drive All Night" was just 
released. Her music consists of humor, 
compassion, and laughter. Combined with 
her expressive voice and personable stage 
manner the crowd draws into her music. 
Don’t miss out 


about Jamie!!! If—you doa’t- 


on a night to remember! 
OQOOOHOOOHOOOOOOOOO 
WORD PLAY 
Psalmwrite@aol.com 


+How do crazy people go through the 
forest? 


They take the psychopath. 
+How do you get holy water? 
Boil the hell out of it. 


+What do Eskimos get from sitting on the 
ice too long? 


Polaroid’s. 
+What do prisoners use to call each other? 
Cell phones. ; 


+What do you call a boomerang ‘that 
doesn’t work? 


A stick. 

+What do you call cheese that isn’t yours? 
Nacho Cheese. 

+What do you call Santa’s helpers? 
Subordinate Clauses 

+What do you call four bullfighters in 
quicksand? 

Quatro sinko. 

+What do you get from a pampered cow? 
Spoiled milk. 


+What do you get when you cross a 
snowman with a vampire? 


Frostbite. 


+What has four legs, is big, green, fuzzy, 
and if it fell out of a tree would kill you? 


A pool table. 
+What is a zebra? 
26 sizes larger than an "A" bra. 


+-What lies at the bottom of the ocean and 
twitches? 


A nervous wreck. 


+What’s the difference between an oral 
thermometer and a rectal thermometer? 


The taste. 


+What’s the difference between roast beef 
and pea soup? 


Anyone can roast beef. 

+Where do you find a no legged dog? 
Right where you left him. 

+Where do you get virgin wool from? 


Ugly sheep. 

+Why are there so many Johnson’s in the 
phone book? 

They all have phones. 

+Why do bagpipers walk when they play? 
They’re trying to get away from the noise. 
+Why do gorillas have big nostrils? 
Because they have big fingers. 

+What is the difference between Michael 
Jackson and a grocery bag? 

One is made of plastic and is dangerous for 
children to play with; the other is used to 
carry groceries. 

+How many mice does it take to screw in a 
light bulb? 

Two. The hard part is getting them in the 
light bulb. 

+What has 75 balls and screws old ladies? 
Bingo! 

+A guy walks into a bar with jumper cables 
around his neck. The bartender says, "All 
right, I'll let ya stay---but don’t start 
nuthin." 

+Did you hear about the Amish woman who 
wanted a divorce? 

Her husband was driving her buggy. 

+A guy is driving down the street. A cop 
pulls him over and says, “Sir, were you 
aware that your wife fell out of the car about 
a mile back?" 
The guy says, “Oh, thank God! I thought I 
went deaf." 

+What do you call a dog with no legs? 

It doesn’t matter. He won’t come anyway. 
+A ckeleton walks into-a bar and says, 
"Gimme a beer and a mop." 

+What do you get when you cross a 
Jehovah’s Witness with an Atheist? 
Someone who knocks on your door for no 
reason. 

+What’s the different between a Jehovah 
Witness and a Yugo? 
You can slam the door on a Jehovah 
Witness. 

{continued on page 5} 
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Doctor Peggy Rudd 


Gender Consultant 


P.O. Box 5304 
Katy, TX 77491-5304 


(713) 347-6653 


Electrolysis Clinic 
Sue Longcoy McAlpin 
Certified Electrolysis 
Since 1976 


Biloxi, MS 388-9271 


Tuesday-Saturday 
11 a.m. -- 6 p.m. 


Kathleen's Kloset 
Consignment-Resale 


Boutique--Sizes to 28 
915 East Pass Rd Gulfport, MS 
896-9159 


Jolée Lé Belle Wig 


Shoppe 
Complete Styling Service 
David Drive Metairie, LA 


454-3048 Myrle McArthur 


864-2441 Gulfport, MS 
2405 Pass Rd _— Rochelle 


AURORA 


Aelonie Cuevas 
. O. BOX 922 


Kosciusko, MS 39090 


Need More Information? 
Go to the Number One Source 
for TG News: 

News and Views 
24 Pages every month; $36/year 
Renaissance 
987 Old Eagle School Rd; Ste 
719 
Wayne, PA 19087 


® Sexology Specialist 
Therapy & Consultation 
Dianne Bailey, PhD 
AASECT Certified Sex Therapist 
3326 Prytania (504) 899-5754 
New Orleans, LA 70115 


Jeffrey T. Reeder 
Attorney at LaW 
3723 Canal St (504) 488-1188 
Beeper 551-3957 Fax 488-6302 
www.cwlaw@neosoft.com 


Mary Kay, South MS 
Lucette Worrel 601-467-1286 
Independent Professional Beauty 
Consultant 
113 Leonhard Avenue 
Bay St. Louis, MS 39520 


Southern Electrology 
Linda S. Johnson, C.P.E. 


837-5580 
(office) 


201 Gordon Crocket 
Lafayette, LA 70503 


SHOE EXPRESS 
Ladies Sizes 9-15 
All Widths 
Plus Size Lingerie and Stockings 
CALL FOR CATALOG 

1-800-874-0469 
(318) 235-5191 
Lafayette, LA 


Nails by Tina 
Professional Nail Care 
3242 B Popps Ferry Rd 

D’Iberville, MS 

(228) 396-3006 


Mon-Sat 9 a.m. to7 p.m. 


All Advertisers Guaranteed TG Knowledgeable and Friendly! 


Celtic Desktop Services 
Graphics and Document Publishing 
14641 Beerchnut St 
Suite 135 
Houston, TX 77083 
Marie D. Gallagher 
President 


281.508.6018 

pager: 713.615.4276 

fax: 281.615.5782 

e-mail: Mariedenig@aol.com 


a goya salon 


tive hai ialists 


12646 #2 Jefferson Hwy 
Baton Rouge, LA 70816 


504-751-4691 


The New You 
Mastectomy Products 
(Benita or Duane) 


Backstage Styling Salon 
Wigs, Hats & Turbans 
Ste E (upstairs) 646-0256 
1169 Robert Blvd Slidell, LA 70458 


Serenit 
Place 


Lydia K Constantine RN LCSW 

Psychotherapist 2400 14th St 

228-822-0800 Gulfport, MS 39501 
Sexual Dysfunctions 
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PUBLICATION NOTICE 


This newsletter is a monthly publication 
of the Gulf Gender Alliance(GGA) a 
ENAISSANCE AFFILIATED GROUP. 
Articles and information contained in 
this newsletter may be reprinted by 
other non-profit transgender 
Organizations without advance 
Perma iont provided a copy is sent to 
ulf Gender Alliance within 2 months 
after the material is published and 
proper credit is given to author and 
source. 


__ The opinions or statements contained 
in this newsletter are those of the 
authors and do not necessarily reflect 
the views of Gulf Gender Alliance. 
Contributions of articles and ads are 
welcomed, but may be altered in the 
editing process with the author’s intent 
retained, or may be rejected, whether 
solicited or not. Absolutely no sexually 
explicit material will be accepted or 
printed. Submissions of more than one 
page should _be accompanied by an 
ASCII LE DOS text) file on 3.5" 
IBM/MS-DOS compatible _ diskette. 
(Word Perfect up through 7.0 also) 
The Gulf Gender Alliance is a non- 
profit support group for transgendered 
persons. Spouses and significant others 
are welcomed and are encouraged to 
participate. Also, members from related 
organizations, helping professionals, and 
poproyed guests are welcome when 
cleared through GGA’s officers. Dues 


are $25/year for active membership and 
$15/year for associate membership or 
newsletter only. 

We will exchange newsletters with 


any similar group. Groups that do not 
send a newsletter for 6 consecutive 
months may be dropped from the 
mailing list. Members who do not brin, 
their dues current within 1 month o 
their expiration date may also be 
dropped at the board’s discretion. 
Our phone is: (504) 833-3046. 
All Club correspondence should be sent 
to: GGA 
P.O. Box 56836 
New Orleans, LA.70156-6836 
Submit articles and ads to: 
Cissy G, Conley 
P. O. Box 5085 
Biloxi, MS 39534-0085 

All advertisements and articles must 
be received by the second Thursday of 
the month prior to the following months 
newsletter. Otherwise, expect an 
additional months delay. a 

ts noted with -ed or {ed} are 

eomttig Flig Side Staff and aC not 
be construed as belonging to the author 
or any other source. 
Our E-Mail address is: 
GGANOLAG@aol.com 


GGA CALENDAR-1999 
May 7th - Jamie Anderson Concert 
{See Lagniappe column for details} 


May 15th - Regular Meeting 

Fourth Saturday Couple’s 
Social/Support meeting - Confirm 
with Vicki 

June 8th - Regular Meeting 


{See members insert for more 
information on locations} 


A full service salon located in the 
Inter-Continental Hotel 
444 St Charles Ave New Orleans, LA 
(504) 588-9944 
(TG Experienced) 
{Kera@Bellsouth.net} 


If you wish to attend a GGA 
Meeting, please contact us at the 
aforementioned address or call us 
at: 

(504) 833-3046 

This month’s regular meeting will 
be held May 15th in our usual 
location in the Greater New Orleans 
area. For those desiring to dress in 
the room, it is usually open by 3:30 
- 4 p.m. Board of Directors meeting 
is at 6:30 p.m. and General 
Membership Meeting at 7:30 p.m. 
Meeting location information is 
included separately for members or 
guests who have been interviewed. 

DOOOOOOOOOOOOOOO 


GGA Officers 


Diane Tanner 
Vice-president Nicole Adams 
Secretary/Treasurer Cissy Conley 


Board of Directors 
Diane T, Crystal L, Nicole A, 
Cissy C, Tara S, Nancy B, 
Michelle Ryan & Donna O 


President 
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PDOOCOOOOOOOOOVOOOO 
Warning, Read the Label! 
Phoenix Fire 
(Drake Pendragon) 

Some examples of why the human race has 
probably evolved as far as possible. These 
are actual instruction labels on consumer 

goods: 

+On Sears hairdryer: 

Do not use while sleeping. 

(Gee, that's the only time I have to work on my hair!) 
+On a bag of Fritos: 

You could be a winner! 
necessary. Details inside. 
(The shoplifter special!) 

+On a bar of Dial soap: 
Directions: Use like regular soap. 
(and that would be how?) 

+On some Swann frozen dinners: 


No purchase 


Serving suggestion: Defrost. 

(But it's ‘just’ a suggestion!) 

+On a hotel provided shower cap in a 
box: 

Fits one head. 

(The big one or the little one?) 

+On Tesco’s Tiramisu dessert:(printed on 
bottom of the box) 

Do not turn upside down. 

(Too late! You lose!) 

+On Marks & Spencer Bread Pudding: 
Product will be hot after heating. 

(Are you sure??? Let's experiment.) 

+On packaging for a Rowenta iron: 

Do not iron clothes on body. 

(But wouldn't that save more time?) 

(Whose body?) 

+On Boot’s Children’s cough medicine: 
Do not drive car or operate machinery. 


(We could do a lot to reduce the construction acci- 
dents if we just kept those 5 year olds off those fork 


lifts.) 

+On Nytol sleep aid: 

Warning: may cause drowsiness. 

(One would hope!) 

+On a Korean kitchen knife: 

Warning: keep out of children. 

(or pets! What's for dinner?) 

+On a string of Chinese-made Christmas 


lights: 

For indoor or outdoor use only. 
(As opposed to use in outer space.) 

+On a Japanese food processor: 
Not to be used for the other use. 
(Now I'm curious.) 

+On Sainsbury’s peanuts: 
Warning: contains nuts. 

(but no peas?) 

+On an American Airlines packet of nuts: 
Instructions: open packet, eat nuts. 
(have a lobotomy) 

+On a Swedish chainsaw: 


Do not attempt to stop chain with your hands 

or genitals. 

(What is this, a home castration kit?) 

+On a child’s Superman costume: 

Wearing of this garment does not enable you 

to fly. 

(That's right, destroy a universal childhood belief) 
DQOOOOOHOOOOOOOOOW 


{More humor from our beloved Toni Pizanie, Psalm- 
write@aol.com-ed} 


What Is a Cat? 
+ Cats do what they want. 
+ They rarely listen to you. 
+ They’re totally unpredictable. 
+ They whine when they are not happy. 


+ When you want to play, they want to 
be alone. 

+ When you want to be alone, they want 
to play. 

+ They expect you to cater to their every 


. whim. 


+ They’re moody. 
+ They leave hair everywhere. 


+ They drive you nuts and cost an arm 
and a leg. 


Conclusion: They're tiny little women in 
cheap fur coats 


You’re a REDNECK if... 


You had to remove a toothpick for your 
wedding pictures. 


You use a weedeater in your living room. 


You consider your license plate personal- 
ized because your dad made it in prison. 


What Is a Dog? 


+ They follow you around with their 
tongues out. 


+ They only respond to simple commands. 
+ Their needs are basic and predictable. 


+ They whine when their needs are not 
met. 


+ They always need to have something in 
their mouth. 


+ They scratch a lot and sometimes drool. 


+ They make loud noises and sometimes 
smell bad. 


+ They need to be trained. 


+ You can always tell when one has lived 
in a house for a long time. 


+ They’re rude and rowdy, especially 
when they’re with others like them. 


Conclusion: They’re little men in fuzzy 
boxes. 


Computer Acronyms 
DOS 
- Defective Operating System 
BASIC 


- Bill’s Attempt to Seize Industry Con- 
trol 


IBM 
- I Blame Microsoft 
DEC 
- Do Expect Cuts 
BIOS 
-Basic InOperable System 
RAM 
-Really Artrocious Memory 
HARD DISC 
-Hardly Any Recording Device 
-(Doesn’t Include System Compatibility) 
FLOPPY 
-Non Hard Hard Disc 
{Ok, I added a couple-ed} 
Marital Harmony 
A married couple was enjoying a 
dinner out when a statuesque brunette 
walked over to their table, exchanged 


warm greetings with the husband, and 
walked off. 


"Who was that?" the wife demanded. 


"If you must know," the husband 
replied, "that was my mistress." 
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"Your mistress? That’s it! I want a 
divorce!" the wife fumed. 

The husband looked her straight in the 
eye and said, “Are you sure you want to 
give up our big house in the suburbs, your 
Mercedes, your furs, your jewelry, and our 
vacation home in Mexico?" 

For a long time they continued dining 
in silence. Finally, the woman nudged her 
husband and said, "Isn’t that Howard over 
there? Who’s he with?" 

"That’s HIS mistress," her husband 
replied. 

"Oh," she said, taking a bite of dessert. 
"Ours is much cuter." 

Passing 

A student comes to a young professor’s 
office hours. She glances down the hall, 
closes his door, kneels pleadingly. 

"I would do anything to pass this 
exam." She leans closer to him, flips back 
her hair, gazes meaningfully into his eyes. 

"T mean..." she whispers, “...I would do 
..anything. 

He returns her gaze. "Anything?" 

“Anything.” 

His voice softens. "Anything??" 

"Anything." 

His voice turns to a whisper. "Would 
you...study?" 

Revenge 

After a day of grueling maneuvers 
under the blazing Texas sun, the platoon 
stood in front of the barracks. "All right, 
ladies, think about this," bellowed the drill 
instructor. "If you could have ten minutes 
alone, right now, with anyone in the world, 
who would it be?" 

Amid much mumbling, one voice was 
heard from the back row. "My recruiter." 
QOOOOOHOOOOOOOOO 
KAREN’S KORNER 
Karen Louise Scott 

Hooray for Karen, Hip-Hip, Hooray! I 
negotiated the French Quarter, found the 
Holiday Inn and around the comer, a 
parking garage. Alll of this without getting 
lost! {Aren’t maps wonderful?-ed} 

The employees at the hotel were 


courteous and helpful and the coffee was 
free. 


There were ladies there from New 
Jersey, Dallas and Florida. They chat on 
AOL and get together about twice a year 
for an informal gathering. 

The meeting, or social, was held in the 
courtyard and the weather was perfect. 


I met several of the girls and they are 
really nice people. Hope we meet again 
sometime. 

There were two prospective members, 
Nicole and Jackie. We all look forward to 
seeing you at the next meeting. 

A long lost member, Barbara Ellen was 
there and it was a treat io see here again. 

The gathering was very enjoyable, and 
it was great to meet transgendered folks 
from around the country. 

Myself and some of the GGA girls, 
Genia, Shirley, Donna and Joanne went to 
dinner at Andy Messina’s, an Italian 
restaurant and had a good time. 

Parking was a problem for some folks, 
as there were other events in town. That is 
the main drawback to meeting in the 
French Quarter. But it was fun, I got to 
meet new people and the weather was 
nice. 

On the way to the meeting, I stopped 
off at La Peniche, and the service and 
food was superb as always. 

I must be getting used to passing and 
getting no reactions from people. If 
anyone did notice, they were very discrete. 

Getting out and going in female clothes 
is always a joyful experience I always have 
a lot more fun as Karen. It makes me feel 
good inside. 

Hope to see everyone next time. Have 
a good month. i 


OOOOOOHOOOOOOOOO 


FROM THE STENOPAD 
Cissy G. Conley 


Another month went by, and no GGA 
meeting satisfaction. I understand from the 
grapevine that everyone did have a good 
time and we all owe Michelle and Renee 
Ryan a big thank you for having us. I’m 
glad to hear that we had three prospective 
members attend. I have also interviewed 
three prospective members recently and 
hopefully they will be able to attend a 
meeting soon also. 


I had a Monday morning class in the 
Washington DC area following the April 
meeting and there was just no way to get 
from New Orleans to DC in one day! I was 
able to spend some time with my sister BJ, 
whom several of you met last summer. She 
is scheduled for hip replacement surgery in 
June, so I will be unable to attend that 
meeting either. Following her surgery, I will 
have to spend a couple of weeks with her 
during the recuperation period. 


As Diane mentioned in her column, we 
are going to vote on the bylaws and SO 
meeting fee issue in May. I would encourage 
those that have feelings on this issue to come 
and vote their conscience. 


You will also notice that there is a 
corrected balance shown in the Treasurer’s 
report this month. As to whether these errors 
crept in from bookkeeping problems or from 
the failure of some to cash checks issued to 
them over the past four years, I am unable 
to say. I simply accepted the bank’s balance 
as of the first of this year during our transi- 
tion period between change of officers, and 
went from there. You will notice that we 
have more money than I thought we did. 
Also, the last entry in last month’s report 
should have been cleared off as it was a 
duplicate from the month before. It was an 
editing error from inserting one report into 
another. 

OOOH OOOOOOOOOOOO 


Gulf Gender Alliance Page 6 


Equality Begins at Home Update 
NGLTF {nglif@ngltf.org} 
Washington, DC --- March 22, 1999 --- In 
Hartford, Connecticut the rainbow flag flew 
over the state capitol on Monday, raised as 
a powerful symbol of equality for the state’s 
gay, lesbian, bisexual, and transgender 
(GLBT) community. Voices calling for 
GLBT equality were raised throughout the 
country this weekend to mark the start of 
Equality Begins at Home (EBAH), one of 
the largest grassroots mobilizations in the 

history of the GLBT rights movement. 


Equality Begins at Home is the first-ever 
campaign of actions in all 50 states to focus 
attention on the battle in state legislatures 
over GLBT rights. More than 350 events 
addressing issues of anti-gay discrimination, 
violence, and prejudice are taking place 
March 21-27. Major events were held 
throughout the country this weekend, includ- 
ing Texas, California, Washington, DC, 
Alabama, and Massachusetts. 

Meanwhile, as tens of thousands of 
people rally throughout the country this week 
for equality, a number of major pro-GLBT 
rights bills could see action. In Alabama, a 
bill to add sexual orientation to the state’s 
hate crimes law will be presented to the 
House Judiciary Committee on Wednesday. 
In Maryland, a civil rights bill will likely be 
voted on by the full House on either Tuesday 
or Wednesday. Governor Parris Glendenning 
has been lobbying hard for the bill, and 
Maryland activists are hopeful about its 
passage. 

CONTACT: 

Tracey Conaty, Communications Director 
tconaty@ngltf.org 

202/332-6483 xt 3303 


COOOOOOQOOOOOOLOOO 


P. O. Drawer 1010 
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NATIONAL EVENTS 


Events can be posted up to 1 year 
in advance. All events have been 
posted through national 
advertisement or direct contact 


from the promoter. GGA accepts 
no responsibility for the accuracy 
or content of these items. 


OOOOOOOOOOOOOLOOO 
California Dreamin 
Van Nuys, CA 
May 22-25 
P.O. Box £668 Yerba Linda, CA 
714-281-0271 
PPOC@aol.com 
OOOOHOOOOOOOOOOOH 
17th Annual Be-All 
Cleveland, Ohio 
June 2-5 
Raddison Hotel 
330-923-3413 
(Susie Davis) 
OOOOOOOOOOOOOOLO 
S.P.I.C.E. 
Minneapolis, MN 
July 14-18 
Wives/Partners of Hetero CD’s 
Onnalee Graham 
P.O. Box 8591 
Minneapolis, MN 55408 
snice@triess.com 
GOOOOOHHOOOOOOOO 


SUPPORT I.C.T.L.E.P.! 
(International Conference on Transgender Law and Employment Policy) 
Send Contributions to: ICTLEP, Inc (607) 547-4118 


Cooperstown, NY 13326 
To pay by credit card, send Card Type, Account #, Expiration Date to above address (Sign Form). 
Either include this notice or state you are a Gulf Gender Alliance Member. 
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Can You Pass God’s Love Test? 
Rachel Miller 


Jesus was busily turning the world of His 
day upside down. He hung with a "bad" 
crowd, did things that seemed to go against 
the Scriptures and often acted as though He 
was God. None of this endeared Him to the 
religious leaders of the day. They engaged 
in many verbal battles -- the leaders trying 
to trap Him into saying something outra- 
geous, and Jesus calling them hypocrites for 
their pious external actions that masked an 
unappealing interior. Another attempt to trip 
Him up occurred after a teaching session 
when they asked Jesus what was the most 
important commandment. They hoped that 
His answer wouid get Him in trouble, but 
His reply left them with no rebuttal, "Thou 
shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy 
heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy 
mind. This is the first and great command- 
ment. And the second is like unto it, Thou 
shalt love thy neighbor as thyself. On these 
two commandments hang all the law and the 
prophets." Matthew 22:37-40. 


Those words seem _ straightforward 
enough that no interpreter is needed. Love 
God. Love your neighbor. Do those things 
and you’ll find that you are doing the others. 


Versions of that simple message appear 
repeatedly throughout the Bible. No legal- 
ism, just practical Christianity applied to our 
everyday actions. 

Some people view love as the bond be- 
tween husband and wife; others as the 
affection shown between family members. 
Some see it in the broader sense of caring 
for our Christian bothers and sisters as part 
of our extended family. 


While it is important to demonstrate love 
in each of these situations, God’s intention is 
not to specify a limited group of people to 
love. His challenge is to love everyone just 
as He does. God didn’t send His Son for a 
chosen few but to draw everyone, including 
sinners, to Him. Actually, the only reason 
for sending Him was because of our sins. 


Most of us love our spouse, family 
members and even other church members, 
but loving those who aren’t close to us 
proves more difficult. The good Samaritan 
story is an excellent example. A group of 
thieves stripped a man, beat him severely 
and left him to die. A priest and a socially 
prominent man both walked by and offered 
no aid. Finally a Samaritan, considered an 
outcast by society, stopped and felt compas- 

_ Sion for the man. He cleaned up his wounds, 
took him to an inn, cared for him and left 
money for continued help in his recovery. 
Jesus said that we should show similar 
mercy even to those we might not recognize 
as neighbors. 

Religious issues were a major struggle 
for me until I had a spiritual encounter that 
made God tangible to me. Then I started 
going to church, reading the Bible and 
attending fellowship groups because I wanted 
to, not because I had to. After a period of 
positive spiritual growth I began to change 
almost imperceptibly. I learned Biblical 
quotes to fit every situation. 


I became very self-righteous and found 
myself using those quotes to condemn the 
actions of anyone who didn’t put God first. 
Everything was either black or white; there 
were no gray areas. I was right with God 
and could see clearly how others were not. 
I was beginning to believe that i had ail the 
answers. 

One Sunday our pastor discussed a 
couple who came to him for help. They 
were caught up in a sinful situation and 
sought his counsel. The pastor told them that 
until they repented and got right with God 
there was nothing he could do for them. The 
couple left with their issues unresolved, and 
I cheered the pastor’s stand. 

At church I learned that we were all 
sinners, but it was implied that our sins 
weren’t as bad as those of others. I found 
myself thinking; of course I’m a sinner, but 


I don’t do any really bad things. Others are 
alcoholics, drug addicts, criminals and wife 
beaters. Their sins are repulsive and worthy 
of condemnation. My sins are minor and of 
no concern. 


I also heard that we don’t hate the sinner; 
we hate the sin. Although that approach 
sounded good in theory, I found it virtually 
impossible to make that distinction and 
ended up vigorously condemning sinners. 


Even with all of this reinforcement, my 
new coat of self-righteousness didn’t fit well. 
No matter how I tried to justify my actions, 
I couldn’t sleep peacefully. One day I was 
mindlessly saying the Our Father when a 
booming voice climbed into my head and 
suouted at me, “And foigive us our debis, 
just as we forgive our debtors." Ouch! I was 
asking God to forgive my sins in the same 
manner that I forgive the sins of others. Did 
I really mean that? When the magnitude of 
those words soaked in, I was scared and 
began some serious worrying about my 
intolerance. 


A few months later I read a magazine 
article that demolished the remnants of my 
neat little black and white world. It was a 
true story of a woman whose child was born 
with a multitude of physical problems. The 
baby was in and out of hospitals for one 
surgery after another for the first year of its 
life. The mother had taken up residence in 
the hospital room so she could comfort her 
child. After a particularly difficult and 
painful surgery the doctor explained that it 
had been ineffective. The problem had 
persisted, and they would have to operate 
again when the child regained its strength. 
The doctor held out little hope that the series 
of problems would ever be resolved. 


In the middle of the night the child 
awoke and cried softly in obvious pain. The 
mother cradled her child in her arms and 
rocked and sang to him while she sobbed. 
With over a year of continuous treatments 
and no hope for improvement, grief for her 
poor child overwhelmed her. Finally, with 
great clarity, she realized that she could not 
put her child through any more torture. She 
picked up a pillow, placed it over his head 
and pressed down while she cried. Her child 
was finally at peace. 


Every spiritual principle said that her 


action was wrong, yet instead of feeling 
angry, all I could do was cry. The pain and 
suffering of the mother and child were 
incredibly intense, and I had only read about 
them in a story. How could I possibly 
condemn or judge her? What would I have 
done if it was my child? I couldn’t answer. 
I couldn’t even imagine her experience. All 
I could feel was love and compassion. I 
wanted to reach out and comfort her. 


From then on I could no longer sit in 
judgment of others. Everywhere I looked, I 
found painfully clear messages with my 
name on them. We are all guilty, became I 
am guilty. No one is righteous, became I am 
not righteous. It said that God will judge 
everyone, and He is perfectly capable of 
doing that without my help. He tells me to 
worry about my own shortcomings not those 
of others. 


Jesus loved tax collectors, prostitutes and 
poor people. His love for society’s outcasts 
helped me to understand that God loved 
everyone, including me. He loved me 
enough that He sent His only Son to cleanse 
me of my sins. He didn’t condemn me for 
my sins, not even the ones I continued to 
commit after I accepted Him. He kept on 
forgiving me. Since He did that for me, how 
could I do less for others. I felt terribly 
ashamed. I realized that what God wanted 
most from me was to have my heart filled 
with love for every member of His creation. 


I also realized that I needed others to 
love me as I am, not as I tried to appear. 
Outwardly I was an upstanding member of 
the congregation. I came to church regularly 
and actively participated. I tithed. I attended 
Bible study groups. I treated other members 
of the congregation with dignity and respect. 


Inside; however, there was something 
that I had kept carefully hidden. 


What would your reaction be if I told 
you that I am a transvestite or crossdresser? 
For some, the first reaction would be to look 
for a Biblical prohibition and use it to 
condemn me. That’s what I used to do. 
There is one verse that might be used in this 
case, but it takes stretching and twisting to 
force it to fit and requires ignoring adjacent 
verses to avoid self-incrimination. However, 
for some that’s all the justification that 
would be needed to slam the door. 
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In 


_14.htm Religious Legalism Meets Cross-- 
dressing", I mounted a strong argument in 
defense of crossdressing and, since no one 
refuted it, I could even claim victory. But 
Jesus taught us to turn away from a legalistic 
approach. So, for now, I want you to 
assume that cross-dressing is sinful. Given 
that assumption, how should a Christian, a 
follower of Christ, respond to a crossdresser 
such as myself? Are you to condemn me or 
love me? : 


This is an open book test, so to find the 

answer, read the Gospels where Jesus’ 
words and actions are recorded. There are 
even versions that show His words in red for 
easy recognition. As you read, notice how 
often He talked about love. Notice how He 
treated sinners. After digesting the Gospels, 
the key question to ask yourself is -- Can 
you pass God’s love test and love others as 
He loves you? 
Notes: Philip Yancey’s incredible book, 
"What’s So Amazing About Grace?" con- 
vinced me that grace is the ingredient that 
will enable us to love those we consider 
unlovable. He said, "Grace is the church’s 
great distinctive. It’s the one thing the world 
cannot duplicate, and the one thing it craves 
above all else -- for only grace can bring 
hope and transformation to a jaded world." 
He sees legalism as the greatest threat to 
grace and envisions churches as places 
where grace is “on tap" and readily available 
to everyone who needs it. Isn’t that what 
Jesus would do? 

For those seeking more information about 
spiritual issues faced by crossdressers, the 
http://hometown.acl.com/gninews/index1- 
shtml Grace & Lace Newsletter is an 
excellent source. Church leaders willing to 
open their hearts to cross-dressers and other 
transgendered people can contact: 


Diane A. Zahn 
P.O. Box 2176 
Monroe, MI 48161 


damz@sprynet.com 

Diane is working with the (www. ifge.org) 
International Foundation for Gender Educa- 
tion to assemble a list of empathetic chur- 
ches, pastors and religious organizations 
willing to work with members of the trans- 
gender community. You can help break 


“http://members.aol.com/rachelmill/ogf down the walls that separate many of us 


from a relationship with God. 
Rachel Miller 
% Opportunities for Improvement 
P.O. Box 31475 
Oakland, CA 94604, U.S.A. 
(925) 935-9594 
“http://members.aol.com/rachelmill" 
DODOOOOOOOOOOVOOO 
Tears 

Angel Bridgman 
(Phyllis Frye Note: Why do our so-called “families” 
hate us so! We are taught as children that it is a 
virtue to be 1. honest and 2. true to ourselves. And 
yet when we do, they hate us because they really did 
not mean I1@earthlink,net.) 

It is with a heavy heart I sit down to 
write. I have learned some very painful and 
bitter lessons this past week. My father 
passed away on Thursday, April 1, 1999. 
Being the practical joker, leg-puller, and 
joke-teller that he was, he would pick April 
Fool’s Day to go...just so that we would 
never forget! 

Mike and the Mechanics, a group from 
the 1980’s writes in one of their songs: “It’s 
too late...when we die...to admit we don’t 
see eye to eye." Those could be the truest 
words even spoken. Why must the bomb 
always explode before people are willing to 
pick up the pieces? It wasn’t just my 
father...I, too, was unwilling to pick up the 
pieces, until it was nearly too late. 


I got the call on Wednesday morning that 
my father was in Ponoco Medical Center, in 
the ICU unit, and not expected to live. By 
that afternoon, I was rolling up I-71 towards 
Pennsylvania. I was still sorting cut my 
feelings about all of this. I had learned he 
was sick three weeks ago, but that he night 
pull through. At the time, they were giving 
a “wait and see" attitude, and figured on six 
months if he would not pull through. Three 
weeks later, he lay, dying, in the ICU. 


As little as a month previous, if you had 
asked me, I would have told you I would not 
have cared if my father died. There was so 
much anger, bitterness and hurt feelings and 
words between us over the past five years. 
He was not willing to let go of that bitter- 
ness and anger, nor was I. He was not 
willing to accept me as the woman I am...I 


was not willing to accept him as my father, 
without his complete and total acceptance of 
my womanhood. How selfish both of us 
were! 


I was the only out of town family to 
make it up prior to his passing on Thursday 
morning, at 10 AM. One of the hardest 
things I have ever had to do was to authorize 
the removal of his respirator...a decision my 
mother found herself quite unable to make 
on her own, in spite of the fact that it was 
his wish not to be kept alive by extraordi- 
nary means, once he was beyond help and 
hope. 

They removed his respirator at 9:30 AM. 
When they did, I found I could no longer 
keep hold of aii the anger and bitterness. I 
broke down and cried. I held my father’s 
hand in mine, and I forgave him all the 


things he had said and done to anger or hurt 

me. I told him I had never transitioned 
intending for it to hurt him or embarrass 
him...and I asked him to forgive me for all 
the other things I had done to hurt or anger 
him. He was only able to respond to people 
by squeezing a hand at this pint, he could no 
longer open his eyes, or speak. I asked him 
to squeeze my hand if he forgave me...and 
he squeezed it. Ten minutes later, he died. 
I believe that God kept him alive long 
enough for us to make that final peace. 


Even now, I find myself remembering 
more of the good things about my father 
than the bad. The jokes he would tell... 
sometimes off-color, the practical jokes and 
pranks he pulled...happier times. In spite of 
what I have said to many of you about my 
father, there was good in him...it took his 
death for the scales to drop from my eyes. 
It took his passing for me to let go of the 
anger, the hatred I felt towards him because 
of his non-acceptance. And it is too late, 
when we die...if only we both had been able 
to let go of our hurt feelings, our bitterness, 
and anger towards the other...how much we 
could have enriched one another’s lives...but 
now we will never have that chance, because 
he is gone. 

My brother came up for the funeral, and 
he was totally insensitive to me from jump 
street, referring to me in male pronouns, and 
stressing them. I, meanwhile, had done my 
level best to hide the real me, the me I am 
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proud of, at his request, because of his 
kids...who asked the inevitable questions 
anyway. 

He was so angered by that that he told 
my mother he would never again have 
anything to do with me, except at her 
funeral, and then never again. He has his 
nose shoved so far into his Bible that he 
cannot see that the truth sometimes can be 
found elsewhere...and in fact, the Bible 
never tells you to hate another person, or to 
tum your back on family. 


He knows those parts of the Bible that 
are convenient to his political agenda, and 
his own personal biases and prejudices. ” 


Apparently, he has learned nothing from 
my fathers’ death. You do not turn your 
back on family..and don’t stay angry with 
them, either..because you never know when 
the end will come. And, it is too late, when 
we die. Parents and relatives of trans- 
gendered people, please take this to heart!! 
There are worse things that could happen to 
your loved one than their being trans- 
gendered! And, transgendered people, take 
this to heart also. Do not demand acceptance 
of your gender identity before you will 
communicate with family...because you 
never know when you may never be able to 
again. I know it hurts, and it’s hard, to deal 
with a parent or relative who refuses to 
accept...but I wish I did, now that I no 
* longer can. 


As to my brother, I know that I tried to 
honor his requests, even to the point of 
denying my own existence. It was not good 
enough for him. 


He has turned his back on me. I can rest 
easy, though, knowing that I tried. You can 
lead a horse to water, but you can’t make 
the dumb animal drink it if it does not want 
to. So, transgendered people who are having 
problems with a parent, sibling, or what- 
ever...reach out and try...you’ll be glad you 
did, because, either you will get acceptance, 
or absolution, knowing that at least you 
tried. 

And parents, keep in mind how awful you 
would feel if your child were to die. What if 
your child died by their own hand, as a 
result of the shame and guilt you caused 
them to feel? How would you feel then? 


Please, life is too short for petty hatreds 


and battles amongst family! 


Family is always supposed to be there for 
you...and you are always supposed to be 
there for family! 


In tears, 
Angela 
QOOOODOOHOODOOOOOoO 
T Bashed to Death in GA 
Michelle Steiner 
michelle@michelle.org 


The Georgia Bureau of Investigation 
(GBI) revealed April 2 that a fatally bashed 
transgendered person told investigators 
before his death that his boyfriend was the 
assailant, without nariine, him. The 


GBI has not yet ruled out the possibility of 
hate motivation in the attack, although 
neither anti-trans nor anti-gay bias are 
recognized under Georgia law. 

On March 29 or 30, Tracey Thompson 
(a.k.a. Billy Joe Turner and Tracey Turmer) 
was repeatedly bashed in the head with a 
baseball bat, pieces of which were found at 
the bloody crime scene on a country road in 


Cordele, about ten miles off Interstate 75. 
Despite the injuries, Thompson managed to 
walk a half-mile to a farmhouse for help 
before collapsing. The couple there believed 
Thompson to be a woman, based on the 
flowered shirt Thompson was wearing with 
jeans, and it became known that Thompson 
was transgendered only later at a hospital in 
nearby Albany. Thompson was going in and 
out of consciousness while 

being interrogated, lost consciousness before 
the questioning was completed, and died on 
March 30. 


Thompson, 33, was a resident of Dalton 
in northern Georgia, iar from the southern 
Georgia site of the attack, but reportedly was 
known to hitchhike the interstate to engage 
in sexual activities at truckstops. 


Authorities say they have no idea how or 
why Thompson ended up in Cordele. 
TRANS-ACTION, the Georgia chapter 
of the national group Gender Education and 
Advocacy, issued a statement urging anyone 
with knowledge of Thompson’s whereabouts 
within the last week to contact 
authorities (the GBI has a 24-hour TIPS-line 
at 1-800-597-TIPS). The group expressed 


confidence in the authorities investigating the 
crime. TRANS-ACTION communications 
director Kim Ribbans expressed sorrow at 
the death, and went on to say that, "While it 
is not at all clear what the motivation for this 
crime was, it does highlight the high-risk 
position that many transgendered people are 
in and the importance of [state] Senate Bill 
153, the Georgia Domestic Terrorism Act, 
which would provide some measure of 
protection against those who choose 


their prey based on hatred for certain 
groups." 

At least three other transgendered people 
have been murdered in the U.S. so far this 
year in what activists believe to have been 
hate uriints. 

Courtesy of Gender Advocacy Internet 
News (GAIN), {penn45@ma.ultranet.com} 
OOODOCOODOOOOOVOWO 
The Diagnosis 
psalmwrite@ao;.com 

A woman accompanied her husband to 
the doctor’s office. After the checkup, the 
doctor took the wife aside and said, “Your 
husband is suffering from severe, long-term 
stress and it’s affecting his 
cardiovascular system. He’s a good candi- 
date for either a heart attack or a stroke. If 
you don’t do the following four things, your 
husband will surely die." 

"First, each morning, fix him a healthy 
breakfast and send him off to work in a good 
mood." 


"Second, at lunch time, make him a 
warm, nutritious meal and put him in a good 
frame of mind before he goes back to 
Weir.” 

"Third, for dinner, fix an especially nice 
meal, and don’t burden him with household 
chores." 

"Fourth, and most important for invigo- 
rating him and relieving stress, have sex 
with him several times a week and satisfy 
his every whim in bed." 

On the way home in the car, the husband 
turned to his wife and asked "So, I saw the 
doctor talking to you and he sure seemed 
serious. What did the tell you?" 


"You're going to die," she replied 
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